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TOWN OF MOUNT DESERT, MAINE 


OcTOBER 1, 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, irom the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 


the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 1482] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1482) for the relief of the town of Mount Desert, Maine, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay the sum of 
$26,986.60 to the town of Mount Desert, Maine. The payment of 
such sum would be in full settlement of all claims of such town against 
the United States for reimbursement of expenditures made by such 
town in combating a forest fire in the Acadia National Park from 
October 24, 1947, to November 1, 1947. 


STATEMENT 


On or about October 24, 1947, a great forest fire occurred in the 
Acadia National Park near the town of Mount Desert, Maine. When 
the fire was first reported to the Bar Harbor Town Fire Department, 
assistance in combating the fire was requested from, and furnished by, 
fire-fighting personnel of Acadia National Park. This assistance was 
rendered in an attempt to keep the fire within bounds and outside of 
the park, if possible. Subsequently, the fire progressed into and 
through the park, ultimately causing fire damage of varying degrees 
to 8,750 acres of park land. Heavy damage also occurred outside the 
park, losses aggregating many millions of dollars. 
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As pointed out in a letter received from the United States Depart- 
ment of the Interior, the fire was so extensive and the damage to park 
land and outlying towns and communities was so great that virtually 
every available piece of fire-fighting equipment in that region was 
utilized. Experienced fire-fighting personnel of the Department of 
the Interior were flown to the area and took charge of efforts to combat 
the fire in the park area. The Armed Forces furnished large numbers 
of men, as well as much equipment and supplies. The Army Air 
Forces at Dow Field sent fire fighters, food, communication equip- 
ment, transportation, and supplies. The United States Navy sent 
two destroyers, and the Coast Guard sent two cutters. The Uni- 
versity of Maine and the Bangor Theological Seminary permitted 
upper-class students to vo lunteer for duty. A maximum of 350 fire 
fighters worked under Department of the Interior field supervision 
during the height of the fire, and an additional 300 organized and vol- 
unteer municipal fire crews from adjacent towns on the mainland and 
island worked on that portion of the fire outside the national park. 

The essence of an affidavit signed by a captain, United States 
Naval Reserve, is to the effect that resonsible officials of the National 
Park Service understood that a claim would be filed by the town of 
Mount Desert for reimbursement for labor, material, and equipment 
which was furnished by the town to combat the conflagration. It 
is not contended that responsible officials authorized these expenditures 
on behalf of the United States Government, but the claim is made 
that a moral responsibility rests upon the Government to reimburse 
this town for the expenses incurred. . 

The committee is of the opinion, after studying the afore sa 
affidavit, as well as the hearings conducted by a House subcommittee i 
connec tion with a similar bill of the Eighty-first Congress, that eae 
the entire amount expended by the claimant in cooperation with the 
Red ral officials in fighting the fire was expended on national park 
property, to wit, in the Acadia National Park. For these reasons the 
comm — is of the opinion that there is a moral ob ligatio non the part 
of the Government to compensate the claimant for the expenditures 
a and recommend favorable consideration of the bill. 

Attached hereto and made a part of this report are pertinent papers 
from the files of the committee, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., May 25, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, DB. 43 


My Dear Mr. Cetuer: As requested by your cominittee, we are submitting the 


foliowing report coneerning H. R 1749, entitled ‘‘A bill for the relief of the town 
of Mount Desert, Maine.” This bill would authorize the payment of $26,986.60 
to the town In settlement of its claims against the United States for reimbursement 
of expenditures in combating a forest fire within Acadia National Park. The fire 


occurred on Mount Desert Island, Maine, and ran its course between October 17 
and November 14, 1947. 
We recommend that H. R. L749 be not eer 
In our opinion, the circumstances relating to a is fire do not warrant favorable 
consideration of this claim. The fire started on private property about 1! miles 
north of the park within an area under the fire control jurisdiction of the B: 
I 


Harbor Town Fire D#partment. When the fire was first reported to the Bar 
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Harbor Town Fire Department, assistance in combating the fire was requested 
from, and was furnished by, fire fighting personnel of Acadia National Park. 
This assistance was rendered in an attempt to keep the fire within bounds and 
outside of the park if possible. Subsequently, the fire progressed into and through 
the park, ultimately causing fire damage of varying degrees to 8,750 acres of park 
land. Heavy damage also occurred outside of the park, the losses aggregating 
many millions of dollars. 

During its course, the fire was so extensive and the danger to park land and 
outlying towns and communities was so great that virtually every available piece 
of fire-fighting equipment in that region was utilized. Experienced fire-fighting 
personnel of this Department were flown to the area and took charge of efforts to 
combat the fire in the park area. The Armed Forces furnished large numbers of 
men, as well as much equipment and supplies. The Army Air Forces at Dow 
Field sent fire fighters, food, communication equipment, transportation, and 
supplies. The United States Navy sent two destroyers and the Coast Guard 
sent two cutters. The University of Maine and the Bangor Theological Seminary 
permitted upper-class students to volunteer for duty under faculty supervision. 
A maximum of 350 fire fighters worked under our field supervision during the 
height of the fire, and an additional 300 organized and volunteer municipal fire 
crews from adjacent towns on the mainland and island worked on that portion of 
the fire outside the national park. 

Heavy expenses were incurred by the Federal Government in fighting the fire 
It is certain that both Federal and private losses would have been much greater 
except for the Federal activities in combating the fire. Inevitably, the local 
communities were also put to considerable expense, and their contribution in 
combating the fire was notable. However, the Federal Government was not 
responsible for the fire and cannot, in our opinion, act as an insurer for the non- 
Federal losses and expenses that occurred in combating the fire. The fire-fight- 
ing activities of the town of Mount Desert were not requested by this Depart- 
ment nor were such activities carried out under our supervision. In our opinion, 
the expenditures of the town were made primarily to prevent the spread of the 
fire to the local communities and to private property in the township. 

There is a considerable amount of national park and other Federal land in other 
localities situated in close proximity to communities where similar situations are 
bound to arise. An undesirable precedent would be established if the Federal 
Government reimbursed the town in this case. 

It should also be pointed out that our national park field staff and personnel, 
upon request, frequently have renderéd emergency fire-control assistance to local 
communities during serious fire emergencies. No reimbursement has been 
expected nor received for such Federal assistance because of the fact that protee- 
tion of the Federal area frequently is involved in a situation of this kind, for which 
payment could not reasonably be expected. 

In these circumstances, we perceive no valid basis for this claim. 

We have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Oscar L. CHAPMAN, 
Secretary of the [nterton 


SouTHWEST HARBOR, MAINE, 
May 20, 1950 
Hon. FRANK FELLOWS, 
Member of Congress, Washington, D. 


CONGRESSMAN FRANK FeE.ttows: 1. The following sworn statement relates to 
H. R. 1749, the claim of the town of Mount Desert for reimbursement for fire 
expenditures from October 24 to November 1, 1°47. 

2. I am a resident of the town of Southwest. Harbor, Maine, and was also one 
in 1947. I am a captain, United States Naval Reserve, now on inactive duty 
I do not reside in the town of Mount Desert, and have no interest in that town, 
except one of seeing justice done it. I am being paid nothing now, nor have | 
ever received any pay from the town of Mount Desert, nor do I ever expect or 
desire to be paid anything in connection with this claim. 

3. During October 1947, I was as usual living in Southwest Harbor. On Octo- 
ber 17, 1947, at the end of an unusually dry and hot summer and early fall, a fire 
started to the northward of Bar Harbor on this island. It was fought in the 
woods from then until October 23 with the equipment of Bar Harbor and some 
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aid as asked from neighboring towns. During this period the danger was appar- 
ently not considered out of hand by the Bar Harbor authorities, nor by the 
national park high officials then present. With this period I had nothing what- 
ever to do. 

4. On October 23, under the impulse of a new and high northwest wind of 
around 50 miles per hour the fire suddenly assumed conflagration proportions, 
spread southerly and easterly at a terrific rate through the dried-out forests of 
Acadia National Park here, consumed part of the town of Bar Harbor, forced 
its emergency evacuation and jumped from north to south over a vast area of 
the easterly part of Acadia National Park. 

5. During the night of October 23, this fire was simultaneously burning over 
a length of over 8 miles in solid forest, mainly in Acadia National Park, and along 
a perimeter of at least 30 lineal miles. I have in this last war seen and fought 
terrific fires in England, in the African campaign, and in the Normandy invasion, 
both on land and sea, but no fire I have ever seen was so terrifying and so over- 
whelming a conflagration nor traveled so fast as the one I saw on the night of 
October 23 raging in Acadia National Park, shrouding Bar Harbor in a vast 
umbrella of flame and smoke and promising, if the wind shifted to the east, to 
consume all the rest of Mount Desert Island. 

6. On the morning of October 24, I was asked by the selectmen of Southwest 
Harbor and of the town of Mount Desert, to assume the task of coordinator of 
fire defense for Mount Desert Island (in which appointment the towns of Bar 
Harbor and Trement also immediately joined), in order that a united and coordi- 
nated defense might be made against imminent disaster. I accepted the task. 

7. I found immediately on the spot in the national offices in Bar Harbor, 
two senior supervisors of the National Park Service (flown here from national 
park headquarters near Washington), a Mr. Savage and a Mr. Newcomb, as I 
remember, together with over a dozen other national park supervisors junior to 
these two, all reputed experts in forest-fire work. The two top national park 
supervisors claimed direct actual control of all fire-fighting activities for two logical 
reasons—first thev were experts at forest fires (which the rest of us were not), and 
secondly and mainly the major fire was then in national park area and what was 
immediately threatened first was the rest of the national park, with the towns 
of Mount Desert and Southwest Harbor only distantly threatened. Since my 
whole aim was coordination and unity of effort, all these claims were conceded 
without any argument. The national park supervisors were allowed the control 
they desired (so far as in difficult cireumstances they were humanly able to exer- 
cise it), and all facilities obtained by me, whether local or from Navy, Coast 
Guard, or University of Maine, were in general disposed as these two supervisors 
desired along the fire defense lines set up, and with their junior supervisors acting 
as technical experts in all sectors. 

&. It will be seen from the maps that the major defense lines along the westerly 
side of the fire area were mainly in national park territory, and it was in this 
territory that the expenditures of October 24—November 1 by the town of Mount 
Desert took place for which reimbursement is asked. In the face of an over- 
whelming fire promising wholly to consume first the rest of the national park area 
and then to move on to erase the rest of the island, nobedy stopped to make bar- 
gains in writing with the top national park officers then present as to the terms on 
which we would pitch in on national park ground and stop that fire where it was. 
We pitched in wholeheartedly on the western sector of the national park with 
everything I could get from the Navy, which flew in desperately needed hose and 
pumps, from the Coast Guard, which stationed its cutters to pump in water from 
the sea, and from the University of Maine, which furnished over 1,200 students 
who went on the fire lines, the largest reservoir of manpower we ever had. 

9. With all this, mainly in national park forests, we fought that fire on its 
western side on mountain tops with Navy pumps, along the lower slopes with 
hoses from Coast Guard cutters and everywhere with men locally and from the 
university, with Indian tanks, bulldozers, and fire breaks. By November 1, the 
conflagration hazard was over, and the burned area had been held quite closely 
to the fire lines existing on the morning of October 24, when the effort in question 
began. 

10. I can say as regards financial responsibility that it was perfectly well 
understood by the national park supervisors present that a claim would be made 
on the National Park Service for reimbursement; that these supervisors well knew 
that men, equipment, and supplies being paid for by the town of Mount Desert 
were being employed on national park land to fight the fire; that so far from 
ordering these men off their territory as trespassers, I myself was frequently 
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called by telephone night and day by one or the other of the two senior supervisors 
for the National Park Service to provide additional squads of my men for spots 
in the national park newly and desperately threatened by fresh outbreaks of fire. 

11. It is true that the down of Mount Desert stood ultimately the chance of 
having its major units (the villages of Seal Harbor, Northeast Harbor, and Somes- 
ville), wiped out in a vast holacaust when and if the wind shifted to the east 
(its normal direction here), but this could never have happened till the westerly 
half of the national park area (as yet untouched), between it and the fire line 
as of October 24 was first consumed. Under those circumstances, it is possible 
that as the price of our assistance in fighting the fire on national park land on 
October 24, we might have exacted from the national park officials present a 
promise in writing of reimbursement. But such despicable tactics never entered 
the heads of the officials of the town of Mount Desert nor of mine either—we all 
plunged wholeheartedly in to save the national park first and our towns afterward 
if that need should ever arise, but it never did. At that moment, the peril to the 
rest of the national park was present and imminent; the danger to the town of 
Mount Desert was only contingent. 

12. In view of the altruistic and selfless actions of the officials of the town of 
Mount Desert on October 24, 1947, when the danger was overwhelmingly visible 
and terrifvingly acute, it ill befits any officials of the Government now when the 
danger is wholly over and perhaps to them now only a dim memory, to raise 
legalistic or technical objections to the claim of the town of Mount Desert for 
Wwell-warranted reimbursement, 

13. I have no personal interest in this matter. But as one who went through 
that agonizing period, and who saw personally how heroically the officials and citi- 
zens of the little town of Mount Desert rose to meet danger, I urge that Congress 
see now that justice is done them and that their modest claim (but to a small 
town a most important matter) is honorably met. 

Very respectfully, 
EpWARD ELLSBERG, 
Captain, United States Naval Reserve, Coordinator of Fire Defense for 
Mount Desert Island, 1947. 
May 20, 1950 
STaTE oF MAINE, ss: 

Personally appeared before me the above Edward Ellsberg and took oath to 

the truth of the above statement. 


[SEAL] R. O. ALLEN, Notary Public. 


My commission expires April 21, 1954. 





Unitep Srates DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, 
AcaDIA NATIONAL PARK, 
Rar Harbor, Vaine,. October 28, 1948. 
Mr. Hersert A. THomas, 
Town Manager, Northeast Harbor, Maine. 

Dear Mr. Tuomas: With respect to the account of the town of Mount Desert 
for labor, materials, and equipment rental in connection with the forest fire of a 
year ago, will you please give me as well as you can a breakdown of the several 
items in the following manner: 

For labor costs please give me the dates on which the labor was performed, the 
number of men employed, and the rate per hour at which they were paid. For 
materials please indicate their nature and unit cost. Forequipment rental, please 
give the type of equipment which was used, dates and places at which used, and 
hourly charge. 

When this information is received, I can then pass it along to our Washington 
office for consideration. 

Very truly yours, 
B. L. Hapiey, Superintendent. 











6 TOWN OF MOUNT DESERT, MAINE 


JANUARY 12, 1948. 
To: Acadia National Park, Dr., Bar Harbor, Maine. 
For expenses incurred by the town of Mount Desert, Maine, while fighting the 
forest fire from October 24 to November 1, 1947: 


Labor: 
Services of 268 men; 23,248 hours, at 75 cents per hour $17, 436. O01 
Materials: 


Gasoline, oil, alcohol, fire hose, adapters, fittings, nozzles, Indian 
tanks, axes, spades, hoes, gas cans, telephone charges, and 
miscellaneous expenses 6, 752. 91 


Equipment: 


190 hours use of motorcyele, at $1 $190. 00 
98 hours use of 119-yard truck, at $1 98. 00 
65% hours use bulldozer hire, at $12 786. 00 
6 hours shovel hire, at $10 60. 00 
65 hours bulldozer hire, at $8 524. 00 
118 hours use of 2,000-gallon-tank truck 307. 00 
70 hours shovel hire, at $8 560. 00 
30 hours 3-ton truck, at $1.25 $37. 50 
50 hours 1,000-gallon-tank truck, at $2.40 120. 00 
Labor and services for above 115. 18 
272. 68 
2, 797. 68 
Total bill rendered to Acadia National Park 26, 986. 60 
NOT! No charge has been made for all town equipment that was used as 


follows: 11l-ton grader, five 1%4-ton trucks, five 500-gallon fire-truck pumpers and 
the materials that went with them, 
H. A. Tuomas, Town Manager. 


STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE FRANK FELLOWS, REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
FROM THE STATE OF MAINE 


Mr. Fettows. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I introduced a 
bill approximately a year ago to recover from the Government what the town of 
Mount Desert on Mount Desert Island paid for men and equipment to fight a 
fire in the Acadia National Park. 

It is a town of about 2,000 people. They paid substantially $26,000 for men and 
equipment in fighting that fire for 10 days, under a 50-mile-an-hour gale. It was 
about $13 a head, man, woman and child. They borrowed the money at the bank 
and lifted the tax rate, and so forth. There is no question but what they did it. 
I do not think there is any question about the amount. 

The question seems to be concerning the authority of the Park Service to repay 
them. They engaged their services. The town furnished the stuff. They did 
the fighting and paid 268 men for 10 days. It was a conflagration. 

Mr. Byrne. It was frightful. 

Mr. Fettows. They sent in from all over the country supervisors, fire bosses, 
nder the Park Service. 

Mr. Byrne. Is that at Bar Harbor? 

Mr. Fettows. In October 1947. It burned about a month. 

I want to show you first where this island is. This is Mount Desert Island 
indicating]. It is 110 square miles. It is the island that Van Dyke said is the 
most beautiful island in the world. This is an interesting spot, historically and 


otherwise. The historv of this island goes back to before Jamestown in 1607. 
Champlain landed there before he landed at Quebee. They started the first 
French settlement in 1604. That is the location of it, off the coast of Maine, 


approximately 110 square miles. 

I have shown you the general location, Mr. Chairman. These maps show the 
island itself. This one here, for instalce, is in color. The reason for the color is 
because they have put in here yellow and brown and red and black indicating 
where the fire burned on certain days during this period of approximately a month. 


the national park is indicated by the red line Most of this here was private 
1 pert TT? is the par lindicating; and it runs down to here. Che little 
town I am talking about is in this vicinity The whole island, | think, has only 


four towns on it: the town of Tremont, the town of Southwest Harbor, the town of 
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Mount Desert, and the town of Bar Harbor up here. The map shows that it 
started here. Come over here, Mr. Maurice Burr. The fire started in this yellow 
portion here. 

Mr. Byrne. In what vou call the northwest section? 

Mr. Fettows. About north. It started up there, and then it burned the yellow 
first, is that correct? 

Mr. Burr. Yes. 

Mr. Fe.itows. Then it went and spread out from the yellow to the brown 
after a few days. Then it quieted down and then a 50-mile gale sprung up and, 
of course, that went westerly into the red section and easterly into the red section 
You can see by this map that the park property is indicated by the deep red 
line, that most of the east section is all park. The park goes below the burned 
area several miles, to the red section, into what would be this town of Mount 
Desert. The town of Mount Desert is up here, although the park appropriates 
most of it in this territory 

This little town of Mount Desert has several villages. One is called Somesville. 
Another is Northeast Harbor and Seal Harbor. 

Mr. Denton. Was this fire all on Government property? 

Mr. FELLows. Some of it started off Government property, but the bulk of 
the fire is on Government property It burned about 10,000 acres of the Acadia 
National Park. 

Mr. Denton. Is it proposed that the Government pay for all of the fire, or 
just the part that was on Government land? 

Mr. Frevtitows. The claim is for equipment and men that they sent there at 
the request of the supervisors and fought the fire. It stopped, substantially, at 
the line of the town of Mount Desert. 

I can see how the park people might say, ‘‘We have no authority to pay.” 
They wanted help and they got help. These fellows went up there and turned 
over all their stuff and all their men and fought the fire. I can see a lot of reasons 
perhaps why this was not attended to by the Park Service, but they asked for the 
service. They got it. About two-thirds of the park property was burned over, 
the other third being spared, as a result of the men and equipment that went in 
there. They flew in supervisors from all over this country. They had forest-fire 
fighters. This is indicated by one of the letters written to me by a captain of the 
Navy who lived there and who took over prior to the coming of the park super- 
visors. He assumed the authority to coordinate the different units to see if they 
could stop this thing, because the people in these towns were evacuating them by 
boats in Bar Harbor, and by road, and by boats in the southern part of this island. 
They got this help. They asked for it, and it was given. I can see why they could 
very properly say, as they have, ‘‘We have no authority to pay it.’”” But here we 
are, of course, with a holocaust. It was something, as defined by the captain 
will you get the letter for me—who has fought fires all over the world, that he 
had never seen before. 

The rangers who came in there said, ‘‘You don’t have to worry because the fire 
will only go to the top of the mountain and stop. They won’t go down the other 
side.’’ These fires went down the other side. 

The highest point is right here [indicating]. It is a highly developed section. 
John D. Rockefeller built a million-dollar house at Seal Harbor. Nelson Rocke- 
feller spent nearly a half million dollars on a home here. Edsel Ford spent a half 
million dollars on a house at Seal Harbor. Bar Harbor is up here. They lost the 
hotels, and so forth. 


I am talking about these small communities which gave all they had. And 
vou can say properly. There was the thought in the back of their heads that they 
were looking out for their own town here. But immediately they were not down 


here on their own property digging ditches; they were spending part of their money 
and bulldozers to stop it on the park property. 

Mr. Byrne. They were doing work far beyond their jurisdiction? 

Mr. Fetiows. Yes. I have a letter here which states the thing pretty well. 
It is 3 pages. This statement relates to H. R. 1749. May I read it? 

Mr. Byrne. Yes. 

Mr. Fetiows (reading). ‘“‘1l. The following sworn statement relates to H. R 

i 


1749, the claim of the town of Mount Desert for reimbursement for fire expendi- 
tures from October 24 to November 1, 1947. 
“sg 


2. Tam a resident of the town of Southwest Harbor, Maine, and was also one 
in 1947. I am a captain, United States Naval Reserve, now on inactive duty 
I do not reside in the town of Mount Desert, and have no interest in that town, 
except one of seeing justice done it. I am being paid nothing now, nor have | 
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ever received any pay from the town of Mount Desert, nor do I ever expect or 
desire to be paid anything in connection with this claim. 

“3. During October 1947, I was as usual living in Southwest Harbor. On 
October 17, 1947, at the end of an unusually dry and hot summer and early fall a 
fire started to the northward of Bar Harbor on this island. It was fought in the 
woods from then until October 23 with the equipment of Bar Harbor and some 
aid was asked from neighboring towns. During this period the danger was ap- 
parently not considered out of hand by the Bar Harbor authorities, nor by the 
national park high officials then present. With this period I had nothing what- 
ever to do. 

“4. On October 23, under the impulse of a new and high northwest wind of 
around 50 miles per hour the fire suddenly assumed conflagration proportions, 
spread southerly and easterly at a terrific rate through the dried-out forests of 
Acadia National Park here, consumed part of the town of Bar Harbor, forced its 
emergency evacuation, and jumped from north to south over a vast area of the 
sasterly part of Acadia National Park.”’ 

“That fire was traveling at a rate of a mile in 7 to 10 minutes 

“5. During the night of October 23, this fire was simultaneously burning over a 
length of over 8 miles in solid forest, mainly in Acadia National Park, and along a 
perimeter of at least 30 lineal miles. I have, in this last war, seen and fought 
terrific fires in England, in the African campaign, and in the Normandy invasion, 
both on land and sea; but no fire I have ever seen was so terrifying and so over- 
whelming a conflagration nor traveled so fast as the one I saw on the night of 
October 23 raging in Acadia National Park, shrouding Bar Harbor in a vast um- 
brella of flame and smoke, and promising, if the wind shifted to the east, to 
consume all the rest of Mount Desert Island. 

“6. On the morning of October 24, I was asked by the selectmen of Southwest 
Harbor and of the town of Mount Desert to assume the task of coordinator of 
fire defense for Mount Desert Island (in which appointment the towns of Bar 
Harbor and Tremont also immediately joined), in order that a united and co- 
ordinated defense might be made against imminent disaster. I accepted the task, 

“7. I found immediately on the spot in the national park offices in Bar Harbor, 
two senior supervisors of the National Park Service (flown here from national 
park headquarters near Washington), a Mr. Savage and a Mr. Newcomb, as I 
remember, together with over a dozen other national park supervisors junior to 
these two, all reputed experts in forest fire work. The two top national park 
supervisors claimed direct actual control of all fire-fighting activities for two logical 
reasons—first, they were experts at forest fires (which the rest of us were not) and 
secondly and mainly, the major fire was then in national park area and what was 
immediately threatened first was the rest of the national park, with the towns of 
Mount Desert and Southwest Harbor only distantly threatened. Since my whole 
aim was coordination and unity of effort, all these claims were conceded without 
any argument. The national park supervisors were allowed the control they 
desired (so far as in difficult circumstances they were humanly able to exercise it) 
and all facilities obtained by me, whether local or from Navy Coast Guard, or 
University of Maine, were in general disposed as these two supervisors desired 
along the fire defense lines set up, and with their junior supervisors acting as 
technical experts in all sectors. 

“8. It will be seen from the maps that the major defense lines along the westerly 
side of the fire area were mainly in national park territory, and it was in this 
territory that the expenditures of October 24-November |, by the town of Mount 
Desert took place for which reimbursement is asked. In the face of an over- 
whelming fire promising wholly to consume first the rest of the national park 
area and then to move on to erase the rest of the island, nobody stopped to make 
bargains in writing with the top national park officers then present as to the terms 
on which we would pitch in on national park ground and stop that fire where it 
was. We pitched in wholeheartedly on the western sector of the national park 
with everything I could get from the Navy, which flew in desperately needed hose 
and pumps, from the Coast Guard, which stationed its eutters to pump in water 
from the sea, and from the University of Maine, which furnished over 1,200 
students who went on the fire lines, the largest reservoir of manpower we ever 
had 

“9, With all this, mainly in national park forests, we fought that fire on its 
western side on mountaintops with Navy pumps, along the lower slopes with 
hoses from Coast Guard cutters, and everywhere with men local and from the 
university with Indian tanks, bulldozers, and fire breaks. By November 1, the 
conflagration hazard was over, and the burned area had been held quite closely 
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to the fire lines existing on the morning of October 24, when the effort in question 
began. 

“10. I can say as regards financial responsibility that it was perfectly well 
understood by the national park supervisors present that a claim would be made 
on the National Park Service for reimbursement; that these supervisors well 
knew that men, equipment, and supplies being paid for by the town of Mount 
Desert were being employed on national park land to fight the fire; that so far 
from ordering these men off their territory as trespassers, I myself was frequently 
called by telephone night and day by one or the other of the two senior supervisors 
for the National Perk Service to provide additional squads of my men for spots 
in the national park newly and desperately threatened by fresh outbreaks of fire. 

“11. It is true that the town of Mount Desert stood ultimately the chance of 
having its major units (the villages of Seal Harbor, Northeast Harbor, and Somes- 
ville), wiped out in a vast holocaust when and if the wind shifted to the east 
(its normal direction here), but this could never have happened till the westerly 
half of the national park area (as yet untouched), between it and the fire line as of 
October 24 was first consumed. Under those circumstances, it is possible that as 
the price of our assistance in fighting the fire on national park land on October 24, 
we might have exacted from the national park officials present a promise in writing 
of reimbursement. But such despicable tactics never entered the heads of the 
officials of the town of Mount Desert nor of mine either—we all plunged whole- 
heartedly in to save the national park first and our towns afterward if that need 
should ever arise, but it never did. At the moment, the peril to the rest of the 
national park was present and imminent; the danger to the town of Mount 
Desert was only contingent. 

“12. In view of the altruistic and selfless actions of the officials of the town of 
Mount Desert on October 24, 1947, when the danger was overwhelmingly visible 
and terrifyingly acute, it ill befits any officials of the Government now when the 
danger is wholly over and perhaps to them now only a dim memory, to raise 
legalistic or technical objections to the claim of the town of Mount Desert for 
well-warranted reimbursement 

“13. I have no personal interest in this matter. But as one who went through 
that agonizing period, and who saw personally how heroically the officials and 
citizens of the little town of Mount Desert rose to meet danger, I urge that 
Congress see now that justice is done them and that their modest claim, but to a 
small town @ most important matter, is honorably met 

“Very respectfully, 
“EK pWARD ELLSBERG, 
“Captain, United States Naval Reserve, Coordinator of Fire Defense for 
Mount Desert Island, 1947.’ 


To show you how the park officials felt about it, about the next year a letter 
came to the town management of Northeast Harbor from the superintendent of 
the park. 

“Dear Mr. Tuomas: With respect to the account of the town of Mount 
Desert for labor, materials, and equipment rental in connection with the forest fire 
of a vear ago, would you please give me as well as you can a breakdown of the 
several items in the following manner: 

“For labor costs, please give me the dates on which the labor was performed, 
the number of men employed, and the rate per hour at which they were paid. 
For materials, please indicate their nature and unit cost. For equipment rental, 
please give the type of equipment which was used, dates, and places at which used 
and hourly charge. 

‘‘When this information is received, I can then pass it along to our Washington 
office for consideration.”’ 

Now, it comes to the question that if they can do this thing under the pressing 
circumstances of the time, I have a feeling that the equities and moralities take 
wing and fly away. 

Mr. Byrne. It is very fortunate they were there? 

Mr. Fettows. Yes. I have these two boys here, one is the town treasurer—he 
has all the accounts and town reports showing the amounts spent—and the other 
is the fire chief. They borrowed $33,000. This $26,000 is money they have spent 
for fighting fire somewhere else. This $26,000 is what they spent in connection 
with hiring men, furnishing equipment, and fighting fire in the Acadia National 
Park. 

The significant thing is that after they got through fighting, the Park Service 
hired substitutes. These men had families. They paid the men who did the 
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business after the danger was over, which is perfectly all right. It just indicates 
that there was authority to get help. There may not be authority to pay what 
was actually paid out. We think this little town there paying $13 or $15 apiece, 
man, woman, and child, should be reimbursed because it is reasonable and equit- 
able that it should be done. 

Mr. Lane. Do I understand, Congressman Fellows, that the Park Service 
now states that they have no authority to reimburse the town for this money 
that has been expended for these services that these men gave during that fire 
down there in the Acadia National Park? 

Mr. Fe.ttows. That is right. They did it largely at the request of the super- 
visors. They took charge. The boy who is treasurer sat there 24 hours a day, 
and they ordered him to furnish this and that, which he did, as an official of the 
town, and paid for it. 

Mr. Byrne. It is very manifest that the equities all favor this claim. The 
reasonableness of the claim is also manifest. Do we have all of the bills here? 

Mr. Fettows. Yes. 

Mr. Byrne. We do not have any report on it yet? 

Mr. Ler. No. 

Mr. Fettows. Mr. Chairman, would you like to hear from these boys? 

Mr. Byrne. I do not think we need their testimony. 

Mr. Lane. I think we ought to have their names inserted in the record. They 
have come all the way down here from Maine, and it should be shown that they 
have their facts and records with them. 

Mr. Fettows. May I have permission to file with your committee whatever 
you or members of the committee may desire? 

Mr. Byrne. Whatever data you have regarding the basis of this claim. 

Mr. Fetitows. We can file statements, if we need to? 

Mr. Byrne. Yes. 

Mr. Feutows. Mr. Ninfi, the town treasurer, has the bills here and the report 
We did not bring the checks that were paid. We can get those if you want them. 

Mr. Byrne. That is not necessary. 

Mr. Lane. This sum, I assume, has been checked and double checked, and it is 
now agreed that the sum is $26,986.60? 


Mr. FeLLows. We can prove it by vouchers and checks. I do not think there 
is much question about it. The letter from Mr. Hadley requests that it be 
broken down and then he will send it in. ‘The information is here and it can be 


proved item by item. 

Mr. Byrne. I wonder if the Department has gone up there and made an 
investigation of the offices, and also of the work rendered, and all that sort of 
thing? 
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Mr. NinFi. Superintendent Hadley was in constant touch with us at all times 
We asked him to come over. He said he was coming over to divide the cost, 
and so forth. Finally he wrote that letter asking us to divide the thing. He 
sent us that letter and I divided it to the best of my knowledge that it could be 
divided under those existing conditions 

Mr. LANE. You answered that letter? 

Mr. Niner. Yes, I sent the bill. You have it here. 

Mr. Ler. Does the Department have copies of those bills that you have there? 

Mr. NinFi. You mean the Park Service? 

Mr. Ler. Yes 

Mr. Fettows. There was no response to Mr. Hadlevy’s letter. He sent in a 
breakdown of what they spent in fighting the fire as a town on the Acadia National 
Park 

Mr. Ninrt. I would like to make one statement on that. 

Mr. Byrne. You may. 

Mr. NinFi. There were no charges asked for on our own equipment. We had 
500-gallon fire-truck pumpers. We had graders, trucks, and hose. Anything 
that we did not lose, we did not. make any charge for 

Mr. Byrne. It says on this particular, ‘‘No charge has been made for all town 
equipment that was used, as follows: 11-ton grader, five 1%-ton trucks, five 500- 
gallon fire-truck pumpers, and the materials that went with them.” No charge 
was made for that at all? 
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Mr. Fewtitows. That is right. 

Mr. Ninri. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Byrne. I do not think, gentlemen, there is anything else we need. 
Is there anything you want to ask, Mr. Denton? 

Mr. Denton. No, it satisfies me. 

Mr. Byrne. Mr. Lane? 

Mr. LANE. No. 

Mr. Byrne. Thank you very much, gentlemen. 

(Whereupon at 10:35 a. m., the committee went on to other business.) 
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